
St. Margaret Mary Parish Pastoral Council Meeting 
Minutes for Meeting that took place on Thursday, January 13, 2022 

Elected Members in Attendance: Kevin Sims, Denise Blum, Donna Bodkin, Sharon Lech  
Elected Members Not Present: Ed Cefalu, Kelly Hartwig, Bill Keuper, Margie King  
Ex Officio Members in Attendance: Fr. Gardner  
Ex Officio Not Present: Jenni Petrey, Wilma McGlasson    Recording Secretary: Janice Stentz 
 
November minutes: Approved (There was no PC meeting in December)  

Fr. Gardner’s Report  
In the Parish  
- The guidance for Covid-19 and its variants continues as we are able to worship publicly with encouragement to receive the vaccine and 
personal decisions regarding the use of face masks. The parish will continue to provide face masks and hand sanitizer at the entrance to the 
body of the church. 
- There have been a few special collections since the last PC meeting. The Catholic Campaign for Human Development and the Retirement 
Fund for Religious collections were taken. Additionally, a collection was taken on Dec. 19, 2021 for an Emergency Relief Appeal for those 
affected by recent tornados in western Kentucky and other states. 
- The liturgies for the final Sundays of Ordinary Time, Thanksgiving Day (held only at Assumption Church this year), and the seasons of  
Advent and Christmas have taken place, concluding on this past Sun., Jan. 9 with the feast of the Baptism of the Lord. While this time of  
Covid-19 continues to see more limited attendance at Mass, the Christmas Eve Masses for the pastoral region had the parishes’ largest 
attendance since the beginning of the pandemic. St. Margaret Mary’s attendance was about 220 and Assumption was about 250. 
Looking ahead to the month of January, 2022: 
- There are various observances and remembrances taking place during January: Week of Prayer for Christian Unity (Jan. 18–23); the 
anniversary of the U.S. Supreme Court decision on legalized abortion on Jan. 22 on which Catholics are invited to a day of penance and  
prayer; and Catholic Schools Week, (Jan. 30–Feb. 5). 
- The Archdiocese Catholic Ministries Appeal 2022 begins on Jan. 16 with the initial announcement, followed by Archbishop Schnurr’s audio  
homily on the weekend of Jan. 22/23 and Commitment Sunday on Feb. 5/6. 
In the Archdiocese  
- The final draft of the Families of Parishes was released on Dec. 5. The present Family of Parishes for St. MM Parish is  
St. James White Oak, St. Bernard, Taylor Creek, St. Ann, and St. Margaret Mary, North College Hill. The plan is to have three  
priests assigned to this Family of Parishes.   
- Archbishop Schnurr formally promulgated the Families of Parishes on Dec. 5 at the 11 a.m. Mass at the Cathedral Basilica of  
St. Peter in Chains.   
- Planning tools and guidelines will be presented for the families in the coming months. The assignment of the pastors for each of the families  
as well as other priests’ assignments will be released sometime in February. The most recent communication regarding the timeline describes 
five phases that will begin after July 1, while the months preceding this time are described as Phase 0. Phase 0 will be concerned with 
preparation for the time of new assignments for priests as of July and the appropriate Mass schedules for each of the families of parishes. 
O.L.G. School  
- Since the last PC meeting in November, Mike Desmier (OLG business manager) and Fr. Jerry met with an outside attorney to consult on the 
lease proposed by St. Ann for OLG school. This resulted in some proposed clarifications and changes to the lease which Mike presented to  
St. Ann, followed by further discussion at the Nov. 9 pastors’ meeting. Discussions and negotiations took place with common agreement on key 
issues allowing for a final draft of the lease to be signed by pastors on Dec. 1, and then presented to Archbishop Schnurr which he accepted 
and signed for the school year 2022-2023. 
- Students and staff are wearing masks again. There have been many absences due to illness in the past week so they have been  
scrambling to cover for those who are out. The school is closed on Friday when the building will be deep cleaned, taking advantage of the  
four-day holiday weekend. 
- The Archdiocese recently notified the school system staff that they would be required to be vaccinated under the U.S. government’s vaccine 
mandate for businesses with 100+ employees. In light of today’s Supreme Court decision (Jan. 13) making the mandate unconstitutional, the 
status of the mandate being implemented in the schools is unknown at this time. 
- Fr. Jerry presided at the OLG school liturgies on Nov. 9 and Dec. 8, and will preside again on Jan. 18. 
 
Faith Formation Director’s Report – report submitted by Wilma 
NOTE: Unless otherwise stated, questions or requests for additional information for any of the Faith Formation activities mentioned below 
should be directed to the parish Faith Formation Director, Wilma McGlasson at wmcglasson@fuse.net or the parish office, 521-7387. 
C.L.O.W.: The CLOW program continues to be supported by its leaders sharing weekly mailings of programs to the families of the children. 
They look forward to the future when they can again meet in the undercroft during the readings and celebrate Mass with the congregation. 
P.R.E.P.: The PREP program is offered for families whose children attend public schools. Families study the weekly chapters at home with  
their children. A meeting with the PREP teacher is scheduled periodically as needed with the student and parent. 
Sacraments: Wilma is working with students preparing for the Sacraments of Reconciliation, First Communion and Confirmation and their 
families. These programs are already in progress with meetings in the Parish Activity Center and parents working with studies at home.   



Dynamic Catholic Book Club: The group plans to restart this program soon. They usually meet on the third Tuesday at 10:30 a.m. in the 
Parish Activity Center. 
D.R.E.: The Directors of Religious Education are meeting and communicating via phone, text, etc. regarding the many activities that are offered 
in the diocese. The professional group, CREA, meets monthly and actively keeps members aware of various programs available for them. 
 
Communications Commission (CC): Janice reported 
There have been no meetings. Janice reported that the annual parish Guidebook/Directory has been reviewed with a few minor changes 
needed. It is expected the publisher will be mailing them to parish homes soon.   
 
Finance: report submitted by Jenni 
- The parish monthly finance report ending on Dec. 31 was presented to Council. Weekly collections continue to be less than what was 
budgeted for. This could be for a variety of reasons. Fr. Jerry stressed that in spite of the future with Beacons of Light and the changes it will 
bring for each individual parish, there are immediate day-to-day expenses that need to be met each month and he encourages regular weekly 
contributions to continue to be generously given. It’s important for the parish to remain financially healthy moving forward. 
- There are currently eight parishioner students attending OLG. 
- The OLG planning budget for the 2022-23 school year has been passed. 
 
Buildings & Grounds: Fr. Jerry reported 
There are currently no new projects taking place other than normal general maintenance. 
 
Parish Bingo program: Denise reported  
The parish Bingo program is officially closed out. Denise reported that they were able to sell back most of the stock of instants as well as the 
bingo console and display board equipment for a fair price. She suggested that in the spring there will be a need to get a group together to tear 
up the unsold instants that couldn’t be returned. An appreciation dinner took place at Krimmers on Dec 21 to acknowledge the hard work and 
dedication of volunteers who oversaw and supported the program and made it the success that it was for so many decades. 
 
Ongoing business – Heritage Room - Janice reported 
- The Heritage Room has been open to the public since the beginning of November. The opening on the evening of Dec. 15 was very well 
attended. It was decided to not open the room in January to give a wider window of time after the holidays when it seems like so many are sick 
right now. It is expected that a date during the daytime in February will be scheduled. More to come on a date.  
- Fr. Jerry shared that he’s been made aware that we aren’t reaching some people, especially older people who would be most interested in 
seeing the Heritage Room. Some thought needs to be given to other ways to get the word out beyond social media.  
- The NCH Historical Society is scheduled for a private visit to see the Heritage Room as a group on Jan 29. 
 
Ongoing business – Casino Night 2022  
- The date for Casino Night has been set for Sat. Feb. 26, 2022.  
- A planning meeting is scheduled for Thu., Jan. 27 at 6:30 p.m. 
- The Casino Night Mega Split-the-Pot raffle is underway. Tickets were mailed to parish households and additional tickets are available  
in the parish office or in the HFR. 
 
New business – Parish Council elections  
This will be revisited at the next PC meeting when there may be more information available regarding the Beacons of Light and how the 
leadership model for the individual parishes may be changed as we move towards becoming a family of parishes. 
 
Closing Prayer 
 
Next PC meeting: Thur., Feb. 3, 2022 at 6:30 p.m.  

Minutes prepared by Janice Stentz  


